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its seven-duplex Warrenton pro-
ject off Walker Drive in 2014.

In anticipation of opening
the store, the nonprofit organi-
zation has filled six mini-stor-
age units and probably will
lease a seventh before moving
in, Drerenberger said.

Many items are new or gen-
tly used, donated by large retail-
ers that over-purchased items,
contractors with surplus mate-
rials and people who remodel
their homes.

The high quality and low
prices attract all kinds of buy-
ers, Drerenberger said.

“It’s not just for people who
can’t afford” market prices, she
said. “It’s for people who are
looking for bargains.”

Habitat soon will begin
advertising for a full-time man-
ager to oversee the ReStore and

a volunteer staff, said
Drerenberger, the chapter’s only
aid employee. The $40,000 to
45,000-per-year job  will
include benefits.

Kalis Holdings will pay for
most of the space’s improve-
ments, including four heating,
ventilation and air conditioning
units, two handicapped-accessi-
ble bathrooms and a new securi-
ty system, Drerenberger said.

For its part, Habitat will pay
for a professional sign, phone
lines, maintenance contracts,
pest control services and wall
panels to separate the sales
floor from the sorting area.

“Pm thinking it will cost [the
local organization] $15,000 to
$16,000 to get in the door and
open,” the executive director said.

The store probably will be
open three to four days per week
for sales and one day “strictly for
receiving donations,”
Drerenberger said. Because
Habitat’s a “Christian ministry,”
the store will be closed on

Sundays, she said.

Before committing to the
Warrenton location, Habitat’s
ReStore steering committee and
board of directors considered
sites in Marshall and Bealeton.

But they concentrated on
Warrenton because of its central
location and extensive road net-
work, which provides lots of peo-
ple easy access to the area,
steering committee member
Linda Stouffer said.

“I think it’s the right loca-
tion,” Stouffer said of the

Warrenton Towne Centre space.
“It gets a lot of traffic because of
the Food Lion and [Gold’s] gym.”

Habitat board president Jim

Hricko, a Warrenton architect,
likes the site for several reasons.

“The space is open and
unencumbered, so it will be
pretty easy” to design, said
Hricko, who will help design the
store layout. “It’'s got good visi-
bility and good rear access for
deliveries.”

Habitat will use a donated
box truck to pick up large donat-
ed items but will not, for the
most part, deliver purchased
goods to the new owners.

Fauquier Habitat may be
reached at (540) 341-4952 or
info@fauquierhabitat.org.

Email the reporter: ddel-
rosso@timespapers.com.




